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This first edition of Simerg’s compendium introduces 19 Ismaili artists from
Afghanistan, Canada, France, Kenya, the United Kingdom and the United States of
America. Although long overdue, the publication is opportune, considering that the
Aga Khan Museum will be opening its doors to the public on September 18, 2014 – a
truly unique and exciting event, especially for art lovers.

The internet has made artists more accessible worldwide. Many are coming forward,
often in joint collaborative efforts to showcase their work in exhibitions.  A number of
Vancouver Ismaili artists, with the support of the local Ismaili community and other
local art organizations, have taken a lead that should be emulated at other centres. The
incredible output from Ismaili youth during the Golden Jubilee of His Highness the Aga
Khan was inspiring and demonstrated the rich artistic talent, but it was showcased only
briefly and never displayed again. The internet would have been the ideal setting for
making their works available to a worldwide audience as a permanent exhibition.

It is my hope that a guide such as this can help to bring the worldwide Ismaili artists
together to make their presence felt both within and outside the Ismaili community.
Perhaps, the artists can also share ideas to produce unique works of art in preparation
for the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of His Highness the Aga Khan.

We would like this compendium to grow and become a comprehensive international
directory of Ismaili artists living in diverse places around the world. We want Ismaili
artists world-wide to be represented in this compendium. Nineteen artists is a small
beginning for this compendium, and we wish these numbers to multiply many fold
over the next 12 months.

The enthusiastic artists who have made this first edition of the compendium possible
are to be commended. I am deeply grateful to them, and request other artists,
professionals and non-professionals alike, to submit their details for inclusion in future
updates to this publication. Please submit your profile and a few images of your
artwork to Simerg@aol.com.



THE ARTISTS

Akbar Kanji, Naznin Virji-Babul, Ataullah Asmate, Azmina Kassam,
Hamida Madhani, Khatun Janmohamed, Laila Devji, Mahmood
Bharwani, Mehboob Dewji, Nadir Mackwani, Narmin Hemnani,

Nazmu Mamdani, Noorin Fazal, Rubina Rajan, Shahira Patni-Tejpar,
Nurin Merchant, Yasmin Pyarali Karim, Zainab Khuwaja, Sonny

Sultani

WE CALL ON ALL ISMAILI ARTISTS TO SUBMIT THEIR NAMES WITH AN
IMAGE FROM ONE OF THEIR ORIGINAL ART WORKS SO THAT THEY
MAY BE PROFILED IN THE NEXT REVISION TO THIS COMPENDIUM

SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 15, 2014. THEREAFTER UPDATES WILL BE
PRODUCED ON A MONTHLY BASIS.



TORONTO, CANADA

Akber Kanji, The closer you come the more you will see Him, digital

Originally from Bangladesh, Akbar Kanji’s childhood dream of becoming
an artist was considerably enhanced with the training that he received
from numerous Pakistani artists including the late Ismaili artist Gulgee,
Rabia Zubairi, Talat Hussein and others. He resides in Toronto where he
works as a graphic designer. In the sphere of digital art, he has produced
an astonishing portrait of Mawlana Hazar Imam, His Highness the Aga
Khan, which depicts the Imam’s entire life through hundreds of
thumbnails.



VANCOUVER, CANADA

Naznin Virji-Babul, Woman Making Roti, 2003, Terracota, appx. 11 in.

Naznin Virji-Babul of Vancouver is a neuroscientist and sculptor. People
often ask her if she sculpts as a “hobby” or to “relax” – and she responds
that she does not because relaxing makes her tense. She sculpts for the
same reason she does science – to find beauty and meaning in life.  For
Naznin, the practice of science and art involve parallel journeys of
discovery – journeys full of struggle and passion to understand the
meaning of patterns in nature, or to create and reflect the meaning of
nature.



KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

Ataullah Asmate, Waves off the Moon, Watercolour

Ataullah Asmate spends his time between Kabul, Afghanistan, and Ottawa,
Canada. His interest in arts goes back to his childhood when he started
sketching using pencils. He then took an active interest in calligraphy and
later started painting using oil and watercolour as the medium. His
inspiration is nature, especially where he senses various forms of waves,
and many of his paintings are centered around the meaning of life, where
Allah is central.



NAIROBI, KENYA

Azmina Kassam, Masai Woman 2

Vancouver resident Azmina Kassam, originally of Nairobi, Kenya, has been
engaged in art since the age of 12. She studied portraiture and
iconography at the Vancouver Academy of Art, as well as pursued mixed
and charcoal drawing. Dedicated and disciplined in her field, she feels that
it is an honour and privilege to be an artist.



Hamida Madhani
ATLANTA, USA

Hamida Madhani, The Majestic Horse, mixed media on canvas, 20 “ x 22”

Hamida Madhani is an Atlanta, USA, based contemporary artist. Her
fascination with art began at a very young age which led her to pursue her
education in visual communication and digital art. She seeks to create
powerful images that express her soul while embodying the essence of her
subject. Through the medium of art, she also celebrates the beauty and
richness of her cultural heritage as well promotes an understanding of
Islam. Although she works with acrylics, ink, canvas and fabric she seems
to be drawn towards the digital one much more than others.



LONDON, UK

Khatun Janmohamed

Originally from Nairobi, Kenya, Khatun Janmohamed settled in England in
1968. She took a keen interest in painting, and developed her skills in
watercolour and acrylic by taking classes. She is now 70, and still painting
which shows how much she enjoys the art form!



Laila Devji

Laila Devji, Penguins

Artist information to be added



Mahmood Bharwani
UNITED KINGDOM

Mahmood Bharwani

Artist information to be added



Mehboob Dewji
VANCOUVER, CANADA

Mehboob Dewji, Diversity, digital

Born in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, Vancouver resident Mehboob Dewji has
a huge hobby of creating digital Islamic patterns using Photoshop. His
designs are inspired by the Alhambra. He starts with just one straight line,
gives it a texture and color and uses filters to create geometric patterns.
Again, using different colors and texture, he adds layers of different
geometric shapes to create a “tile” that he uses to make a seamless pattern.
These patterns are then used to create backgrounds and spheres using
several different shapes and colors.



Nadir Mackwani
PARIS, FRANCE

Nadir Mackwani, Alamut, jigsaw puzzle

Nadir Mackwani of Paris, France, has always been interested in Islamic
civilization and arts. Within this framework, he sought to combine his
extracurricular interest in jigsaw puzzles with his field of study. Therefore,
he set out in search for puzzles featuring Islamic monuments and
paintings, and has over the past few years created a series of remarkable
high quality jigsaw puzzles so that children and adults alike develop
knowledge, admiration and appreciation for Islamic arts and architecture
in an entertaining way.



Narmin Hemnani
VANCOUVER, CANADA

Narmin Hemnani, Remembrance of Allah

Vancouver resident Narmin Hemnani’s artistic inspiration comes from
living in a city with access to the Pacific Ocean, the mountains, the whales
in Tofino and the rich forests of BC. Living in this city and the province of
British Columbia has allowed Narmin to experience nature and the
abundant creations of Allah. Many of her artistic works are based on the
Zucchini plant. The plant’s bright yellow-orange flowers break open in
the morning and uproar to the attention of the pollinating bees. The bees
respond drunkenly to the bright display, flying from male to female
flowers and pollinating intensely.



OTTAWA, CANADA

Nazmu Mamdani, Yellow Shafted Flicker (Woodpecker family)

Ottawa based veterinarian, Nazmu Mamdani, originally of Mbale, Uganda,
took up serious painting after watching artists on Younge Street, in
Toronto during the summer of his first year in Canada. In later years he
reverted to painting wildlife, which came quite naturally, being not only in
the business of but also having a keen eye for the anatomy and behaviour
of animals out in the wild.



Noorin Fazal
BURNABY, CANADA

Noorin Fazal, Cycles of Film

Noorin Fazal’s engagement with literary, visual, and performing arts
began in early childhood, and she has served as a featured artist and
curator for a variety of exhibits in Vancouver, Toronto and London, UK.
With a preferred medium of acrylic on canvas, Noorin creates abstract,
textured and monochromatic representations of concept, emotion and
experience. Her inspiration comes from an understanding of art and
creativity as spiritual expression, articulation of identity, and foundation
for interfaith dialogue.



VANCOUVER, CANADA

Rubina Rajan, Indian Kana

Currently based in Vancouver, Rubina Rajan spent her formative years in
Kigali, Rwanda. This land of a thousand hills instilled a deep reverence for
nature. After Rwanda, she lived in Belgium before moving to Canada.
Professional art-making came after many years of working in various
fields including French-English translation. To date, Rubina has had the
privilege of exhibiting in various community galleries, nationally and
internationally. She is an artist who creates abstract ink or acrylic
paintings based on the contemplative and dynamic practice of zen
calligraphy. Her work is also highly influenced by lyrical abstract
expressionism, particularly the works of Rothko and G. Mathieu.



Shahira Patni-Tejpar
VANCOUVER, CANADA

Shahira Patni-Tejpar, Autumn Traces

Originally of Uganda, Shahira Patni-Tejpar moved to Vancouver in 1970.
While at High School in 1975, she took a ceramics class and during that
one year, spent many hours in the pottery classroom, learning and
developing her love for clay. Other duties however took priority. She
returned to pottery a few years later when she found her “inner” artist.
Shahira sees pottery as a form of therapy, and a wonderful escape from the
fast-paced day to day trials and tribulations of work. It gives her a great
pleasure to momentarily escape into childhood and simply play with earth,
bringing form to a mound of clay, creating perfect and sometimes not so
perfect symmetry!



Nurin Merchant
OTTAWA, CANADA

Nurin Merchant, Nature of Prayer, mixed media,
acrylic on canvas, 14” x 10”

Ottawa born Nurin Merchant is recent Honours graduate in
Biological Sciences from the University of Guelph. She started
taking interest in paper crafts, playdough, and finger painting
from a very young age. That interest evolved into more complex
methods, and her favourites are working with clay and painting
in watercolour, oil, as well as acrylic. Nature is one of her biggest
inspirations, and it is present in nearly all of her pieces.



VANCOUVER, CANADA

Yasmin Pyarali Karim

Artist information to be added



Zainab Khuwaja
HOUSTON, USA

Zainab Khuwaja

Committed to a range of community services in the USA, Houston
based Zainab Khuwaja is a talented artist who strives to integrate
Islamic concepts into her artwork. She began her passion for art
as a means to educate her peers about the diversity and values of
Islam. She works through various media ranging from canvas to
ceramic tiles and glass sculptures.



Sonny Sultani
CHICAGO, USA

Sonny Sultani, Whirling Sufi, Watercolour, 5” x 7”

Chicago’s Sonny Sultani graduated from the Northwestern University,
Illinois, with an honours degree in Communications. His engagement and
flair with the visual arts and his identity as an “artist” is a more recent
phenomenon in his life, happening “when a beam of luck hits you.” After
purchasing a set of a watercolour set for his wife, Nusrat, Sonny decided to
draw on some blank boards he had purchased at the same time. After
finishing a drawing of a lighthouse, which impressed Nusrat, he went on
to draw a “Whirling Sufi” because of his addiction to Sufi devotees and
their devotion to God.



EXHIBITIONS, GALLERIES AND WEBSITES

The following is a list of personal websites, galleries and participating
exhibitions for artists represented in this compendium:

RUBINA RAJAN

www.rubinarajan.com (zen imbued abstract art)

NURIN FAZAL
www.noorinfazal.com (cosmopolitic, a critic-creative space)

HAMIDA MADHANI

www.myhmstudios.com

ARTISTS AT SIMERG

Selected works of some of the Ismaili artists portrayed in this compendium
are presented at www.simerg.com under the category of Modern Artistic
Expressions in Visual Arts: The Artists and their Works .
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