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The site awaits

The sun sets gloriously every night over the site that will one day be the Aga Khan Museum, Ismaili Centre and their Park.



And so it begins

This site ςwhich sits at the intersection of the Don Valley Parkway and WynfordDrive, used to be the home 
of the Bata Shoe Company. After many years of exhaustive planning, the first trees are 

removed in March 2010. They will make way for the construction equipment and hundreds
ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƻŦŦƛŎŜΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-year construction period.



No need to worry ςthe trees will be replaced!

The plans call for beautiful parklands on the site. There will be trees. The passing motorists need not be concerned. 



Slicing the land

Once ground is broken, things begin to happen very, very quickly. Heavy equipment makes short work of clearing all of the 
trees.  Grass and deteriorated pavement that have been left unattended for many months - waiting for 

the all important signatures to be applied to the necessary permits - soon disappears.



Turf erased, tents up

Massive tents take more than three weeks to be erected. Are these construction offices? Every day, more machinery and 
trades people show up for work at this ever-changing site.



The day of the ground breaking 

Our answer - the erection of the tents is complete and the stage is set for the ground breaking ceremony to be performed 
by the unveiling of a plaque by Prime Minister Stephen Harper and His Highness the Aga Khan. 

It is an historic day for Toronto and Canada ςon this - the  28th day of May 2010.



VIP Motorcade

On that perfect day , the entourage of the Prime Minister, the Aga Khan and other VIP guests drive 
Westward along WynfordDrive toward the  site of the project.



A small crowd of excited well-wishers gather outside the site and watch the motorcade go by.  There is a CP24 Toronto 
television media crew vehicle among the cars parked within the enclosure.



Motorcade enters the
ceremonial ground

The motorcade makes its way into the ceremonial ground. Inside the ceremonial tent, the Aga Khan and the Prime Minister 
will unveil the ground breaking plaque, and Stephen Harper will give a mounted certificate to the Ismaili Imam, 

ƘƻƴƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ Citizenship.



¢ƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŀƭ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Iƛǎ IƛƎƘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ !Ǝŀ 
Khan With Honorary Canadian Citizenship

YourHighness,there are no superlativesto adequatelydescribethe admirationCanadianshavefor the work that you and your organisationsdo in
the serviceof pluralism,peaceand developmentaround the world. Youtruly inspireour own hopesfor a better world. We Canadiansare rightly
proud of the fact that we havebuilt oneof the most ethnicallyandculturallydiverseandharmonioussocietieson earth. Thisachievementis rooted
in our foundingvalues: freedom,democracy,humanrightsandthe rule of law.

ButƛǘΩǎalsorooted in our uniquehistory and the heroicagreementsour foundingpeoplesmadeto acknowledgeand accommodatetheir diversity.
As you yourselfhavesaid,your Highness,and I quote, ά²Ŝcannot make the world safe for democracyunlesswe alsomake the world safe for
diversity.έIf I may sayso, sir, you soundlike a Canadian. And in fact, you are. On June19, 2009, our Houseof Commonsvoted unanimouslyto
bestowHonoraryCanadianCitizenshipon HisHighnessthe AgaKhan. Thisis, if I maysay,a richlydeservedhonour.

Themotion introducedby our Governmentrecognised,andI quote, that άώΧ]the AgaKhan,leaderof the worldwide IsmailiMuslimCommunity,is a
beacon of humanitarianism,pluralism and tolerance throughout the world; [Χ]the Aga Khan is also actively involved in humanitarian and
developmentprojectsthroughoutAsiaandAfrica.έ

...To which I would only add, that the motion also recognisesthe exquisitesymmetrybetween your valuesand Canadianvalues,and our deep
appreciationfor the extraordinarycontributionsyou are makingto Canadaand the world through the Delegationof the IsmailiImamat,the Global
Centrefor Pluralismandthe AgaKhanMuseum. It is thereforemy greathonourandpleasure,on behalfof the Governmentandpeopleof Canada,to
formally presentyou today with HonoraryCanadianCitizenship. Welcometo our home and native land,your Highness. It is, now and forever your
home,yourHighness,yourhomeaswell.

¢ƘŜ !Ǝŀ YƘŀƴΩǎ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ

Let me beginby expressingmy profound appreciationfor the great honour which this country haspaid to me today by extendingthis
generousgift of HonoraryCanadianCitizenship. I havebeendeeplymovedby your graciousgestureτwhichI alsoregardasa tribute to
the institution of the IsmailiImamat,which I represent. It is a significantrecognitionof the valueswhich our communityof faith shares
with the peopleof Canada.

Je suis très profondémenttouché par ƭΩƛƳƳŜƴǎŜhonneurque vousƳΩŀǾŜȊsi généreusementaccordé, à moi personnellementet à
ƭΩLƳŀƳŀǘIsmaili.

Mr PrimeMinister, I havealwaysfelt verymuchat homein Canada,but nevermoresothanat this moment.

(All excerpts from speeches delivered at the Foundation ceremony on May 28, 2010)



The Aga Khan now an 
Honorary  Canadian Citizen 

The Aga Khan receives the Honorary Citizenship Plaque from Prime Minister Harper. 
¢ƘŜ LƳŀƳ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǎ άǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳΤ ƻŦ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Ŏŀƭƭǎ Iƛǎ IƛƎƘƴŜǎǎ άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦέ



The Aga Khan Explains the Three Projects
(Excerpts from his speech made at the Foundation Ceremony on May 28, 2010)

Our original planswere to build here a new Ismaili Jamatkhana.
But as time went along and added spacebecameavailable,the
concept grew. It now includes three elements: a new Ismaili
Centre, a new Aga Khan Museum; and a beautiful, welcoming
Park.

Together, these three projects will symbolise the harmonious
integration of the spiritual, the artistic and the natural. At the
sametime they will alsoexpressa profoundcommitmentto inter-
culturalengagement,andinternationalcooperation.

TheAgaKhanMuseumwill be a placefor sharinga story, through
art and artefacts, of highly diverse achievementsτ going back
over 1 400 years. It will honour the central placewithin Islamof
the searchfor knowledgeand beauty. And it will illuminate the
inspirationwhichMuslimartistshavedrawnfrom faith, andfrom a
diversearrayof epics,from humanstoriesof separationand loss,
of loveandjoy.

My own family has been intimately involved in Islamic cultural
history,notablyduringthe FatimidCaliphatewhichfoundedoneof
the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎfirst, great universitiesin Cairo. Thecore collectionof
the new Museum in Toronto includeselements that have been
gathered by my family through many generations,including the
miniaturescollectedby my uncle, the late PrinceSadruddinAga
Khan,which will be displayedin a replica of the Belleriveroom
from my late ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎhome in Geneva. We are deeplygrateful to
PrincessCatherinefor thisgenerousgift.

I shouldemphasise,aswell, that the Museumbuildingitself will be
an important work of art τ designedby the great Japanese
architectFumihikoMaki.

The Delegation building [in Ottawa] was inspired by the
evanescentmysteriesof rock crystal. Thenew TorontoMuseum
will take as its theme the conceptof light. Fromthe outside, it
will glow by dayandby night, lit by the sunand the moon. This
use of light speaksto us of the Divine Light of the Creator,
reflected in the glow of individual human inspiration and
vibrant,transparentcommunity.

As the poet Rumihas written: ά¢ƘŜlight that lights the eye is
alsothe light of the heartΧbut the light that lights the heart is
the Lightof God.έ

The focal point of the Toronto Ismaili Centrewill be a circular
prayerhall, dedicatedto spiritual reflection, while other spaces
will provide for deeper engagement with the broader
communityamongwhom Ismailislive. Thebuildingwill feature
a crystallinefrosted glassdomeτ standinglike a great beacon
on top of a buildingthat is itself at the highestpoint of the site
τandilluminatingthe PrayerHallandits Qiblawall.

What about the Park?The Park will comprise some 75 000
squaremetresτandwhat an impressivesite it will be! Vladimir
Djurovic, design draws upon the concept of the traditional
Islamicgarden,andespeciallythe gardensof the Alhambra.



Theplaqueunveiled

Prime Minister Stephen Harper and His Highness the AgaKhan unveil  the plaque commemorating the Foundation 
Ceremony of the Ismaili Centre, the AgaKhan Museum and their Park in Toronto (Photo: AKDN/MoezVisram).



Construction on the go

The ceremonial tents that were erected for the ground breaking begin to get removed. This is a soggy day in Toronto, 
especially for the cyclists on the Don Valley Parkway. It is bicycle day. The site is soaked with water and mud. 


