In the Making:
The Aga Khan Museum,
The Ismalli Centre and The Park
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The sun sets gloriously every night over the site that will one day be the Aga Khan Museum, Ismaili Centre and th
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This siteg which sits at the intersection of the Don Valley Parkway\Aytiford Drive, used to be the home
of the Bata Shoe Company. After many years of exhaustive planning, the first trees are
removed in March 2010. They will make way for the construction equipment and hundreds
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No need to worryc the trees will be replaced!
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The plans caII for beautiful parklands on the site. There will be trees The passing motorlsts need not be concer




Once ground is broken, things begin to happen very, very quickly. Heavy equipment makes short work of clearing &
trees. Grass and deteriorated pavement that have been left unattended for many mon#isng for

the all important signatures to be applied to the necessary perast®n disappears.
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Massive tents take more than three weeks to be erected. Are these construction offices? Every day, more machine
trades people show up for work at this ewvelnanging site.




Our answer the erection of the tents is complete and the stage is set for the ground breaking ceremony to be perfo
by the unveiling of a plaque by Prime Minister Stephen Harper and His Highness the Aga Khan.
It is an historic day for Toronto and Canagan this-the 28" day of May2010.




Westward alongNVynfordDrive toward the site of the project.
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A small crowd of excited wellishers gather outside the site and watch the motorcade go by. There is a CP24 Torc

television media crew vehicle among the cars parked within the enclosure.



The motorcade makes its way into the ceremonial ground. Inside the ceremonial tent, the Aga Khan and the Prime
will unveil the ground breaking plaque, and Stephen Harper will give a mounted certificate to the Ismaili Imam
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Khan With Honorary Canadian Citizenship

YourHighnessthere are no superlativeso adequatelydescribethe admiration Canadianhavefor the work that you and your organisationsdo in
the serviceof pluralism,peaceand developmentaroundthe world. Youtruly inspire our own hopesfor a better world. We Canadiansre rightly
proud of the fact that we havebuilt one of the most ethnicallyand culturally diverseand harmonioussocietieson earth. Thisachievements rooted
in our foundingvalues freedom,democracyhumanrightsandthe rule of law.

ButA (af@a@rooted in our unique history and the heroic agreementsour founding peoplesmadeto acknowledgeand accommodatetheir diversity.
As you yourself have said, your Highnessand | quote, & 2 $annot make the world safe for democracyunlesswe also make the world safe for
diversity€ If | may sayso, sir, you soundlike a CanadianAnd in fact, you are. On Junel9, 2009 our Houseof Commonsvoted unanimouslyto
bestowHonoraryCanadiarCitizenshimpn HisHighnesghe AgaKhan Thisis, if | maysay,arichlydeservedhonour.

Themotion introducedby our Governmentrecognisedand | quote, that & Xijthe AgaKhan,leaderof the worldwide IsmailiMuslim Community,is a
beacon of humanitarianism, pluralism and tolerance throughout the world; [X]the Aga Khanis also actively involved in humanitarian and
developmentprojectsthroughoutAsiaand Africaé

...To which | would only add, that the motion also recogniseghe exquisite symmetry between your valuesand Canadianvalues,and our deep
appreciationfor the extraordinarycontributionsyou are makingto Canadaandthe world throughthe Delegationof the Ismaililmamat,the Global
Centrefor Pluralismandthe AgaKhanMuseum It istherefore my greathonourand pleasure on behalfof the Governmentand peopleof Canadato
formally presentyou today with HonoraryCanadiarCitizenshipWelcometo our home and native land, your Highnessilt is, now and forever your
home,your Highnessyourhomeaswell.
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Let me beginby expressingmy profound appreciationfor the great honour which this country haspaid to me today by extendingthis

generousgift of HonoraryCanadiarCitizenshipl havebeendeeplymovedby your graciousgesturet whichl alsoregardasatribute to

the institution of the Ismaililmamat,which | represent It is a significantrecognitionof the valueswhich our communityof faith shares
with the peopleof Canada

Je suistrés profondémenttouchépar f Q A Y YhSnfieuQjue vousY Q| Bi§énéreusementccordé a moi personnellementt a
f QL Ylisnvalli

Mr PrimeMinister, | havealwaysfelt verymuchat homein Canadabut nevermore sothan at thismoment

(All excerpts from speechdslivered at the Foundation ceremony on May 28, 2010)

C



The Aga Khan now an
Honorary Canadian Citizen
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The Aga Khan receives the Honorary Citizenship Plaque from Prime Minister Harper.
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The Aga Khan Explains the Three Projects
(Excerpts from his speech made at the Founda@ieremony on May 28, 2010)

Our original planswere to build here a new IsmailiJamatkhana
But as time went along and added spacebecameavailable,the
concept grew It now includes three elements a new Ismaili
Centre, a new Aga Khan Museun and a beautiful, welcoming
Park

Together, these three projects will symbolise the harmonious
integration of the spiritual, the artistic and the natural At the
sametime they will alsoexpressa profound commitmentto inter-
culturalengagementandinternationalcooperation

The AgaKhanMuseumwill be a placefor sharinga story, through
art and artefacts, of highly diverse achievementst going back
over 1 400 years It will honour the central place within Islam of
the searchfor knowledgeand beauty And it will illuminate the
inspirationwhich Muslimartists havedrawn from faith, andfrom a
diversearray of epics,from human storiesof separationand loss,
of love andjoy.

My own family has been intimately involved in Islamic cultural
history, notably duringthe FatimidCaliphatewhichfoundedone of
the ¢ 2 NJXfirR Qeeat universitiesin Caira The core collection of
the new Museumin Toronto includeselementsthat have been
gathered by my family through many generations,including the
miniatures collected by my uncle, the late Prince SadruddinAga
Khan,which will be displayedin a replica of the Belleriveroom
from my late dzy" O hdn@i& Geneva We are deeply grateful to
Princesatherinefor this generouggift.

I shouldemphasiseaswell, that the Museumbuildingitself will be
an important work of art T designedby the great Japanese
architectFumihikoMaki.

The Delegation building [in Ottawa] was inspired by the
evanescenimysteriesof rock crystal Thenew Toronto Museum
will take asits theme the conceptof light. Fromthe outside, it
will glow by day and by night, lit by the sunandthe moon. This
use of light speaksto us of the Divine Light of the Creator,
reflected in the glow of individual human inspiration and
vibrant,transparentcommunity

Asthe poet Rumihaswritten: & ¢ Right that lights the eye is
alsothe light of the heartX but the light that lightsthe heart is
the Lightof Gode

The focal point of the Toronto Ismaili Centrewill be a circular
prayer hall, dedicatedto spiritual reflection, while other spaces
will provide for deeper engagement with the broader
communityamongwhom Ismailislive. The building will feature
a crystallinefrosted glassdome t standinglike a great beacon
on top of a buildingthat is itself at the highestpoint of the site
T andilluminatingthe PrayerHallandits Qiblawall.

What about the Park? The Park will comprise some 75 000
squaremetrest andwhat animpressivesite it will be! Viadimir
Djurovig design draws upon the concept of the traditional
Islamicgarden,and especialljthe gardensof the Alhambra



Theplagueunveiled

Prime Minister Stephen Harper and His Highness thekf&ga unveil the plaque commemorating the Foundation
Ceremony of the Ismaili Centre, the A¢laan Museum and their Park in Toronto (Photo: AKNDd¢zVisran).



The ceremonial tents that were erected for the ground breaking begin to get removed. This is a soggy day in Tor

especially for the cyclists on the Don Valley Parkway. It is bicycle day. The site is soaked with water and muc



